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QV From the Desk of Rabbi Rebecca P. Shinder

At the writing of this article, we are at Day 116 of Israelis citizens and
soldiers being held hostage in Gaza. We know that the fate of these human
beings is one of three possible outcomes: either they were released, they
were killed, or they are still hidden away in a tunnel. How the hostages are ~ [\TR{E T IRA ]
treated in their bondage remains an unthinkable and painful possibility.
We feel helpless, but I encourage you to Google: bringthemhomenow to
learn more about these men, women and children who remain in shadows.

As we just read in the Torah the legend of the Children of Israel crossing
over the Sea of Reeds, I am mindful that the story of our people includes times of us being in
great darkness. We were held in Egyptian bondage and the Hebrew word for Egypt is Mitzrayim.
Another way to translate this word to English is “the narrow places.” Certainly being held in a
Hamas tunnel is very much a narrow place - both literally and figuratively. How can we have
hope when we see the smiling faces on those posters or at the installations of empty Shabbat
dinner tables? When we remember that our collective story is ultimately one of redemption. This
is part of the Passover narrative: “Once we were bondsmen in Egypt, now we are free.”

For the past several months, I have been thinking about how to support and inform our TBS
kids, especially those who are studying on college campuses. I tried to schedule an information
session at the tail end of winter break with Mike Isseks, the organizer and teacher of discussions
for adults both at the Monroe Temple and at TBS. Alas, timing did not work, but I sent via their
parents two some sources that I think could provide both helpful and easily accessible
information. This information with not prevent them from being exposed to the unfiltered higher
education’s marketplace of free ideas (which is code for allowing chants of "From the River to
the Sea") on campus but the timeline of Israel’s journey over 3,000 years provides a succinct
history of our people living in the Land. Feel free to post, forward, or send this timeline via
carrier pigeon to stop the misinformation campaign that falsely claims that the Jewish people are
colonizers who seek the genocide of the Palestinian people. A simple talking point to counter
such a claim is that Israel is not at war with the Palestinian people. Israel is at war with Hamas.
To be a bit less succinct: Israel is at war with the Hamas terrorists who murdered and tortured
over 1200 men, women, and children on October 7. Today 120 Israelis are still being held
captive. The morning after the attack, the international community was horrified that Hamas shot
babies and kidnapped grandmas. Three months later, we see that factors such as unregulated
social media have changed that once humane reaction. Throughout the world, nations use anti-
Zionism as code for antisemitism and do not acknowledge that the unfortunate collateral damage
of civilian deaths are the direct result of Hamas terrorists hiding among them.

But back to the timelinge facts -- even better: these facts are with pictures! This Israel timeline
is produced by StandWithUs (a.k.a. Israel Emergency Alliance)

https://121a6a94-37d0-4344-8957-8394c526443e filesusr.com/
ugd/46fc49_cda9alee701944f69a4d5df5h95elb2c. pdf

If you and your children are seeking more information, once again, I recommend the very
digestible book Israel: A Simple Guide to the Most Misunderstood Country on Earth by Noah
Tishby. Seriously, this book of history opens with a story of the author getting McDonald's with
her family at a Tel Aviv mall! Among her many accomplishments, Tishby is successful Israeli
actress, American TV producer, and advocate for Israel. She weaves her historical narrative with
pop culture references and gives accessible information about timely issues such as the BSD
(Boycott, Sanction, and Divest) movement and how this anti-Israeli products campaign began on
college campuses in America even though it is funded by sources in Iran.

Knowing that our kids have a lot to read,and we all have a lot to do, here is a link to it on
Spotify:
https://open.spotify.com/show/6vcqTORteV XyXIzZACtZkud?si=nQG3BBgsTxmH_NhAjyl VWQ

continued on next page




Rabbi Shinder, continued

So what do we do when we feel helpless? Get informed and when you hear
something, say something. Ask questions when you think a person has made a
baseless statement about Israel. Even asking people if they could see the difference
between saying that Israel is at war with the Palestinians as opposed to saying that
Israel is a war with Hamas is a terrific first step. By the way, it’s not just college kids
who are aware of the conflict. We’ve discussed in Beit Sefer how this is an upsetting
time and how it is important to share love and support for the IDF soldiers, but we do
not have the ability to unpack the 3,000 year timeline with them. Please talk with
them about how you feel, what you know, and even what you still hope to know.

Finally, prayer is always a good option! Our Friday night Shabbat services continue
on Zoom (bit.ly/tbsservices) at 7PM through the end of February — EXCEPT for a
Beit Sefer lead service on February 9th in Monroe. The evening will begin at 5:30PM
with a dinner for all congregants from both communities. The children will then take
an active role in a 6:30PM service.

Please check out these resources, including those below to help our friends in Israel
in various ways.

I pray that this period of darkness and being in mitzrayim (the dark places) soon.

Am Yisrael Chai (the people of Israel shall live!), Rabbi Shinder

DONATE TO ANY OF THESE
AGENCIES WHICH WORK TO
ASSIST ISRAELIS IN NEED IN
TIMES OF WAR AND PEACE.

One hundred percent of donations
American Jewish received will be distributed to
Committee frontline Israeli NGOs, including

WWW.aJc.org  hospitals and trauma centers.

AMERICAN FRIENDS OF Israel’s emergency medical system, needs
MAGEN -"T Ian your help now to purchase more ambulances

DAVID DI-I-X and ballistic vests to protect paramedics
ADOM under fire. www.afmda.org

*'l iNJETvl\’chKL ) FEEDISRAEL
: FUND

Volunteers distribute hundreds of

Finds ways to help ease Israeli’s thousands of grocery packages to needy
pain and trauma. www.jnf.org Israeli families.

www.donate.feedisrael.org



CO-PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

We’ve been talking for a long time now about how
Jewish life around the world is changing. I’m grateful
to be part of a community that has seen the changes
and is working to stay relevant as these changes
continue to unfold!
If you joined us for Shabbat Shira last Shabbat, you
will have seen that change can offer some wonderful
benefits. The TBS choir, Chaverim B’shirim (Friends
in Song) have made new ‘friends’ who, I believe,
helped to elevate the experience even more than
usual. Those of you who have participated in the combined Sisterhood, Men’s
Club, Shabbat, or Sunday experiences with our friends from Monroe Temple,
no doubt felt the elevated excitement of a stronger future together. If you
haven’t taken the opportunity to do so, I strongly encourage you to see what
you’re missing, and be part of the future of Reform Judaism in southern
Orange County. Together, we are stronger.
Although February is the heart of winter, there are still plenty of
opportunities to feel the warmth of community.
¢+ At our combined community dinner and Shabbat service at Monroe
Temple on March 9th

+ Joining the Monroe Temple Shabbat Chavurah (lay-lead Shabbat
experience) on March 10th
Michael Melasky’s Hebrew classes on Sundays
Federation’s MLK movie screening and discussion in Newburgh before
the Superbowl on February 11th

+ TBS Zoom Erev Shabbat services

If you want to stay connected, you can. [ look forward to seeing some of you
at many of these events. As always, if you need your community for anything,
please reach out. We’re here for you, and are working to ensure there is
always a community here for you.

B’ shalom, Wendy

The TBS Board has revitalized the Security Council
to engage with local law enforcement. We will be
evaluating our current security posture and identify any =

deficiencies and improvements that can be made. ___./m._rgm.m

Interested TBS members should reach out to Jonathan
Winaker with questions, concerns, and suggestions.
Input from members with Law Enforcement, Security,
or Emergency Services Response experience would
be deeply appreciated.

Please contact JonathanWinaker@gmail.com and put
"TBS Security Council" in the subject line.




~ CARING COMMUNITY ~

We thank the following donors for their generosity
Wendy Wayman IMO Lois Hunn

Gail and Danny Conklin IMO Lois Hunn

Lois Bateman IMO Herman and Helen Cohen

Lois Bateman IMO Louis and Willian Neustadt

Lois Bateman IMO Howard Cohen

Norma Saks IMO Max, Frances,& Carol Ann Susswein
The Gallo Family IMO Joseph Sherer
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We thank Lois Bateman for her donation to Rabbi’s discretionary fund

Please let us know what we don't know!! Just a friendly reminder to encourage
you to email the temple office to keep us informed of any health issue you, your
spouse, your child, or your parent may be facing. Vital information such as this can
never be over communicated. Please do not assume that if one congregant knows
what is happening that the entire community knows. Please tell us if you'd like to
include that loved one on the Mi Shebeirach list, or, conversely if someone should be
removed from it. -With thanks, Your TBS Family

O o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e —e

DID YOU KNOW that Temple Beth Shalom has one of the nicest cemeteries
around, including a newly refurbished Interfaith Section, below right, amid fields of
green, nothing in the area comes close.

For a limited time, we are having a BOGO, buy one plot, get one free. Yes, that's
correct - 2 plots in our beautiful cemetery for $850! The sale does not include
perpetual care, which is a one time payment of $600 each or opening costs, which
hopefully you will not have to worry about for quite a while. If you are interested in
scoping out a plot, email Michael Melasky, molas.1980@yahoo.com and set up an
appointment soon.




® FEBRUARY YAHRTZEIT REMINDERS 3

February 2nd Eebruary 16th
Helaine Brodie Strauss ~ 27-Jan Edward A. Schorr 10-Feb
Saul Kobrick 27-Jan Jerome Quint 12-Feb
Marcia Siegel 31-Jan Helen Cohen 14-Feb
Norman Sneider 31-Jan Mark Hirschberg 1 Adar
Dr. Marvin Ackerman 1-Feb Dr. Lazar Schwartz 1 Adar
Daisy Weintraub 2-Feb Dorothy Ball 3 Adar
Irving Parker 17 Shevat Florence Golomb 3 Adar
Irving Osias 17 Shevat Yetta Gelfer 6 Adar
Adina Epstein-Bialas 20 Shevat Jerome Willbach 7 Adar
Jennie Cohen 20 Shevat Evelyn Levy 7 Adar
Herman H. Rudnick 21 Shevat
Frances Nathan 22 Shevat February 23rd
Leon Montag 22 Shevat Isidore Fischman 17-Feb
Seena Spindel 20-Feb
February 9th Margaret Mathews Feb. 21
Norma Katz 3-Feb Mark Hirscberg Feb. 22
Roberta N. Frischman 6-Feb Yosef Grushko Feb. 23
Adele Lois Mallkin 6-Feb Genya Grushko Feb. 23
Ira Jay Gottlieb 8-Feb Carole Gottlieb 8 Adar
Susan L. Ackerman 8-Feb Evelyn Laskin 9 Adar
Saul Kobrick 25 Shevat Nellie Helper 12 Adar
Louis Ezra 25 Shevat Charles Markowitz 12 Adar
Minnie Kantrowitz 27 Shevat
Isadore Helper 28 Shevat March 1st
Norman Sneider 29 Shevat Claire Nadler Waldman Feb. 28
Miriam Entin 29 Shevat Jerome Norman 1 March
Lena Cohen 30 Shevat Sandra Rake 15 Adar
Leah B. Greenwald 15 Adar
Frieda Savitt 16 Adar
Dorothy Werner 19 Adar
May the Source Of peace Dora Tirchin 19 Adar

mourn, and comfort to all
who are bereaved.

A candle may be lit at home the evening before the
yahrtzheit date. From September through June these
names will be read during the erev Shabbat service
before kaddish is recited. If you have a loved one you
wish to add to our yahrtzheit list, or if you have not
been getting yahrtzheit reminders from us, please
email the office, tbs-ny@optimum.net.




EDUCATION

D
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/.‘-x Beit Sefer of Orange County - A new twist on Jewish education!
-

2024 schedule is subject to change.

Watch your Beit Sefer emails.

February 2024- March 2024-
Monroe Temple Beth Shalom
Sunday: 4, 11, 25 Sunday: 3, 10, 17
Tuesday: 6, 13, 27 Tuesday: 5, 12, 19
Thursday: 1, 8, 15, 29 Thursday: 7, 14, 21
Friday: 9 Shabbat service Friday: 1, Shabbat
and dinner service/ dinner
Saturday: 9, NFTY-GER
Sunday, 17, OC Purim
Carnival, Kol Yisrael
(Nbg)
April 2024- May 2024-
Monroe Temple Beth Shalom
Sunday: 7, 14 (Field Trip, | Sunday 5, 19 Closing Day
Lower East Side), 28 Tuesday: 7, 14
Tuesday: 2, 9, 16, 30 Thursday: 2, 9, 16
Thursday: 4, 11, 18 Friday: 3, Shabbat
Friday: 5 Shabbat service dinner/service
and dinner

Adult Hebrew Education

Our own Michael Melasky’s class concentrating on
"Understanding the Friday Night Service" continues on
Sunday mornings at 10AM, alternating between TBS and
Monroe Temple. Please contact Mike,
molas.1980@yahoo.com to let him know that you are
interested.
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Beit Sefer Dinner & Services
February 9, 2024

Monroe Temple of Liberal Judaism
Dinner 5:30pm
Services 6:30pm

® Beit Sefer of Orange County + A new twist on Jewish education!

Bring your Tavorite dessert o
Share at the oneg!

IFeaturing music by the Beit
N/ Sefer students




SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

/- Sisterhood gathered for a fun filled Sunday afternoon
1(—-/5 in January for Scrabble and sundaes. Everyone
enjoyed a few hours of conversation, comradery, and
: % delicious sundaes.
< —= eSisterhood is planning on baking hamantaschen at

the temple for Purim on Wednesday, March 13th.
We would love for many of you to join us that evening.
eThursday, April 11th Psychic Medium Lisa Morrison will be back at
the temple.
*We will once again have our Sisterhood Paid-Up Luncheon in mid-
spring.

Please watch the weekly blast with details for each of these events.

eSisterhood is looking for Mah Jongg and Canasta players, We are
still interested finding a group who would be interested in playing
Canasta. If you would be willing to teach beginners how to play
Canasta, please let me know if you have any interest in playing or
teaching either game.

Email thebordmans@aol.com or text 845-699-6460.

Your Temple Beth Shalom Sisterhood Executive board:
Robin Bordman, Ileene Cahn, Mindy Hazzard, Judy Potter,
Holli Teshome and Wendy Wayman

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP
CLOSEOUT SALE!

EVERYTHING IS 50% OFF
PRICE MARKED PLUS

SiSterhOOd ANOTHER 18%.

STOCK UP ON GIFTS FOR

Gift Sh0p



Below are a few photos from Shabbat Shira, January 27, 2024. We are proud of
our interpretation of "Heal Us Now." This beautiful prayer was composed by Cantor
Leon Scher. The combined choirs and musicians of Temple Beth Shalom and
Monroe Temple Beth-El were led by Charyl Kain on the piano for this selection.

Members of the choir/musicians are: Sharon Ball, Wendy Cedar, Gail Conklin,
Scott Dunn (our musical director), Elizabeth Frederick, Gail Green, Jon Gottlieb,
Andy Hannes, Charlene Hirschberg, Eleonora Horn, Robin Rosenberg, Nina Rubin
and David Schiff.

Please listen to this song on youtube here: https://youtu.be/1YYDIBmH OU

Photos by Rich Ball
and
Gail Conklin



FRIDAY
FEBRUARY 9TH
5:30Pm

DINNER AND SERVICES

ZOOM oNLY
SHABBAT SERVICES

7Pm

FEBRUARY 2ND, AT MONROE TEMPLE
16TH AND 23RD EVERYONE INVITED
BIT.LY/TBSSERVICES

Garden The Jewish Federation " New York
j&"mm st NETY e

Temple Beth Shalom
3 Roosevelt Ave

$10 Pazrtiaclpant FeNFTY l Florida NY
NY + NJ

Fun day full of games, music,
dance, movies, community,
social justice, Havdallah,
Polaroid pics, theme park
food, and Disney magic!
For grades 8-12!

REGISTRATION LINK TO COME!
DRESS AS YOUR FAV DISNEY CHARACTER!!!



TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
NEW Tree of Life Leaf / Memorial Plaque
Acknowledge an occasion such as a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Birth, Birthday,
Adoption, Confirmation, Memorial, Anniversary by adding a leaf to the
Tree of Life. The cost for a leaf is $72 up to 9 words, $5 for each
additional word, includes engraving. To order a leaf for the Tree of

Life, email tbs-ny@optimum.net with words for engraving.

IN THE SANCTUARY Memorial Plaques $180

To order, email tbs-nt@optimum.net with your name and email, your
address, the name on the plaque and the date of death either English
or Hebrew date. If you do not know the Hebrew date, we can look it

up but we need the time of death on the English date.




Piano Lessons and Flute Lessons

Given by Kenneth Korn,
TBS member and music teacher
with over 35 years experience.

First lesson FREE to TBS members.
Kkorn1957@gmail.com
845-866-9139

Lessons available via Zoom

LLAR CONTRACTING, INC.

PHEH S N1 JoserH N. GARLICK
David J.Cohen 4 =7 Funeral Home Inc.
Licansad Confractor / . \ - www.josephngarlickfuneralhome.com
259 Dunning Road
Middletown, NY 10940 GREEN COLLAR Tyler Z. Murtie, Director
Office (845) 344-2029 CONTRACTING
Fax (845) 344-2030 o 388 Broadway 186 Canal Street

“Bufiding Excellence” Monticello, NY 12701 Ellenville, NY 12428
Info@GreenCollarContracting.Com C;T;‘Si;g:’u'ﬁ:f::::gg;” (845) 794-7474 (845) 647-7747
GreenCollarContracting.Com Fax: (845) 794-7475 josephngarlick@gmail.com

NOW OPEN IN WARWICK!

FRANKEL ::
Foot & Ankle g

Middletown Warwick Milford
682 E. Main St., Ste. 1C 2 Overlook Drive 518 Routes 6 and 209
Middletown, NY 10940  Warwick, NY 10990 Milford, PA 18337
(845) 343-6050 (845} 343-6050 (570} 409-0123

Visit us at
www.frankelfoot.com




Place an ad or send a greeting in The Shofar

Monthly rates:

EIEITEES Chre 35 Submissions should be sent to

Quarter Page $10

Half $18 shaz@hvc.rr.com

F a" page $36 by the 20th of the month for the
ull page following month’s bulletin.
Color ads additional

Reisa Adato, AAMS®

Financial Advisor Adam Romanowski

NYS Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

845.258.0263 cell
1571 Ulster Avenue Suite 2 845,926,800 office
Lake Katrine, NY 12449 aromanowski@ymall.com
Bus. 845-331-6293 Fax 877-487-5571 aromanowski@kw.com

reisa.adato@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

.
KELLER WILLIAMS® REALTY
&7 BROOKSIDE AVE. SUITE 225, CHESTER. NY 10918

Ba

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

NIA'S.
SECURITY SYSTEMS, INC. ’ oa a
www.nassecurity.com ‘yoﬂs

4, S, Licens Julian Brachfeld =
h"'&wvﬂ = Security & Integrations W

Protected by
N.A.S.
Security
Systems

(B45) 342-4400 Honeywell
(845) 343-0096 fax y::m Darrell Ford, Owner (845) 343-7283
email: jbrachfeld@nassecurity.com Gommania Securty Byl dford@tlpaving com

13 Bedford Avenue * Middletown, NY 10940 toddlyonspavingin(;.com

MICHAEL AND JEFFREY FEINSTEIN

2

ewe The I..iﬂ You Ne

IZZ.._:H

www.sul livancountymonuments.com www.sullivancountycranes.com

794-7272 or 1-800-479-2726
294 EAST BROADWAY, MONTICELLO
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Temple Beth Shalom
13 Roosevelt Ave.
Florida, NY 10921

845-651-7817
tbs-ny@optimum.net

5784
2024

shevat
adar |

tbsny.org

February

MONDAY

SUNDAY

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 22 shevat 2 23 shevat jﬁ 3 24 shevat
/ H
4:30PM
Zoom Hebrew 7PM
School Shabbat Service
via
Zoom
Yitro
4 25 shevat 5 26 shevat 6 27 shevat 7 23 shevat 29 shevat 9 30 shevat w 1 O 1 adar |
. / B
4:30PM s30pM U M
Zoom Hebrew Dinner and
9:30-11:30AM School Shabbat Service
Beit Sefer at 7:30PM at Monroe Temple
Monroe Temple Board of Trustees
Mishpatim
ROSH CHODESH ROSH CHODESH
11 2 adar | 12 3 adar | 13 4 adar | 14 5 adar | 15 & adar | 16 7adarljﬁ 17 8adarlﬂjzj
9:30-11:30AM TPM
Beit Sefer at 4:30PM Shabbat Service
Monroe Temple Zoom Hebrew via
School Zoom
Terumah
9 adar | 10 adar | 11 adar | 12 adar | 13 adar | 14 adar | %) 15adar | g ¢
i
NO NO 7PM
BEIT HEBREW Shabbat Service
Zoom
Tetzaveh
PRESIDENTS DAY PURIM KATAN | SHUSHAN PURIM KATAN
16 adar | 17 adar | 18 adar | 19 adar | 20 adar |
25 26 27 28 29
NO SM TWTF S SM TWTF S
BEIT 4:30PM 7 8‘1 S 13 11 12 13 3 4 5 6 7 81 5
SEFER Z""‘Snclll{oeol:rew 14 15 16 17 18 1920 | 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 3

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
4y 25 26 27 28 29 30
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