
Temple Beth Shalom       Florida, New York 
February 2025  Shevat 5785 

THE SHOFAR 

From the Desk of Rabbi Rebecca P. Shinder  
Behold this image taken in 1995 
Jerusalem of a subset of The Ben 
Yehuda Street Players. You may 
wonder how the baby could hold 
her harmony lines or when did 
Hannah learn to play the guitar. 
Baby Iliana was the strong but 
silent type, and that’s me holding 
the guitar next to my dear friend 
Rabbi Cantor Angela Warnick 
Buchdahl. This is one of the 
mitzvah projects I helped 
coordinate during my first year as 
a rabbinical student at the Hebrew 

Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion. Although far from signing a record deal, we 
future rabbis, cantors, and educators would busk every Friday morning on the busy 
Jerusalem walking mall (midrochov) to tourists who wanted to hear our version of tunes 
ranging from Simon & Garfunkel to The Beatles to Billy Joel to some modern Israeli pop 
music. After each set, a classmate introduced us as the future leadership of the Reform 
Movement and made an appeal for folks to toss some shekels into a guitar case to support 
various causes throughout the city. 
   I would take the spoils of the morning’s performance to Bank Leumi (which BTW was 
founded on February 27, 1902 in Tel Aviv-Yafo/Jaffa!) and ask a very patient clerk to 
convert a bag of agarot (think nickles, dimes & quarters) and smaller coin shekelim (think 
Canadian $1 and $2 loonies and toonies) into larger paper shekel bills. I then took this 
“music money” to a florist in order to buy flowers for patients in Shaarei Tzedek Hospital. 
With the ice breaker of flowers in hand, I performed the mitzvah of visiting the sick, bikur 
cholim, as a ‘rabbi in training’ mostly in Hebrew. I did share smiles, flowers, and a 
‘Shabbat Shalom’ with a Russian immigrant who could neither speak Hebrew or English. 
On my way out of her room, I conjured up a line from an Indiana Jones film. Although it 
was sinisterly delivered to Dr. Jones in the movie, I turned around and said to the patient 
with a quizzical smile  “Dasvidaniya?”  She laughed and smiled and said goodbye to me in 
her language about 5 times!   
   That exchange took place 30 years ago and I remember as if it was yesterday. The Ben 
Yehuda Street Players’ profits made that magical mitzvah moment possible. This May will 
mark 25 years since those young rabbinical students were ordained. After earning a Masters 
of Arts in Hebrew Letters, a Master of Arts in Jewish Studies, coursework approaching the 
conferring a PhD, after 25 years of devoted service to the Jewish people and the larger 
world, each of those now older and wiser rabbis will be conferred as a Doctor of Divinity. 
   Music has been a part of my rabbinical journey since those Ben Yehuda Street days, those 
Havdalah ceremonies under the Jerusalem and desert skies, through my years as a Cantorial 
Intern at The Reform Temple of Suffern, through my TBS interview in 2005. 
   On February 8th our Shabbat Shira Service & Luncheon will continue that musical 
connection. While different from The Ben Yehuda Street Players, musicians of all ages 
from both temples will join in song, prayer, and community to elevate a Shabbat experience 
like no other. Our dedicated volunteers have chosen a New Orleans theme for our 
luncheon. There will be no organized busking during the lunch, but we hope you throw 
some ‘paper shekels’ in our puske to support this event. I'll see you there and …. 
Laissez les bon temps rouler!  Just come and let the good times roll!   Rabbi Shinder 



During the Shabbat Shira luncheon, you will have an 
opportunity to partake in a fundraiser Super Bowl pool 
with 50 squares for $5 per square. The details will be 
explained at that time. Make sure to bring $5 bills. You 
will be notified if you win after the 1st, 2nd, 3rd quarters 
and final score. Half the pot goes to TBS 



February erev Shabbat services will be on Zoom. bit.ly/tbsservices 45 minutes for: 
candles, Mi Shebeirach, conversaƟon, Kaddish and Kiddush.  
Shabbat Shira on Saturday, February 8th is live, in-person. 

CO-PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Shalom Chaverim, 
   We are in the depths of winter and boy is it cold outside! But 
there is something that warms my heart, over the past few weeks 
I see images of Israeli hostages being released back into the 
loving arms of friends and family! Well over a year in the 
dangerous hands of captivity by Hamas. What an incredibly 
difficult time that must have been to survive, and what could 
possibly have gone through their minds during captivity? It 
reminds me in some ways of a book I am currently reading, the 
autobiography of Geddy Lee. Who you say? The bassist and lead singer of the 
Canadian rock group RUSH! To me, the greatest rock group of all-time! Rock-n-roll, 
parties, how does this possibly correlate? Well, let me introduce Geddy Lee a different 
way. Born Gershon Eliezer Weinrib, named after his Grandfather, who was murdered 
in the Holocaust, son of parents who luckily survived the horrors of Auschwitz and 
Bergen-Belsen concentration camps. 
   Stories told to Geddy in his childhood from his mother Malka, truly resonated with 
me. Ready to read about my favorite band and their rise to stardom, I was instead 
reading one of the most captivating Holocaust stories I have ever read. We do find out 
what was going through the minds of those in captivity, as Malka states upon 
liberation from Bergen-Belsen on April 15, 1945, “When we were told to come out, 
and that we were free, we could not believe it. We were in shock. We had assumed 
there was no one left alive to save us, otherwise why had they not come sooner?” This 
story did indeed become a RUSH song named ‘Red Sector A’. 
Watch the live version here: youtube.com/watch?v=djxL4qnDmhg 
   “Are we the last ones left alive? Are we the only human beings to survive?” Lyrics 
by Neil Peart, the drummer, who took Geddy’s stories and crafted some of the finest 
rock music. Geddy’s parents were married at Bergen-Belsen shortly after liberation! 
As Geddy put it, 'quite a destination for a wedding!' Geddy’s autobiography is titled 
‘My Effin’ Life’ if you are interested, or perhaps when I am finished reading my copy! 
   Staying with the theme of music, and perhaps to demonstrate our freedoms and 
perseverance as a people, it is our turn to gather as congregants and enjoy one 
another’s company in a musical Sabbath of Singing!  
   Please join us in-person at Temple Beth Shalom on Saturday, February 8th at 10am 
for our 3rd Annual Shabbat Shirah Event! A collaboration of Temple musicians from 
both Temple Beth Shalom and Monroe Temple Beth-El, will lead us on a journey 
through a variety of settings and musical styles! Enjoy our special service in song and 
be sure to stay for the luncheon to follow! See the flyer in this Shofar. 
Shalom u’le’hitraot, 
Eric Goodman, Co-President, Temple Beth Shalom 



 

We thank Marta & Joshua Pomerantz for their generous HHD donaƟon. 
 
We thank Lois Bateman for her generous donaƟon of a new kitchen floor IMO 
Howard Cohen. 
 
We thank Lois Bateman, IMO Howard Cohen, and Stephen & Lena Padovano for 
their generous donaƟons to the Rabbi’s discreƟonary fund. 
 
A donaƟon for the Aracelli Flanagan Memorial Bench has been made  IHO Jeff 
Hannes. 
 
We thank the following for their generous donaƟons to the Pomerantz Memorial 
Garden in Memory of Thomas Gilliard: 
Deborah Young 
AnneƩe Spallino 
Cindy Miller 
Wendy Cedar 
 
We thank the following for their generous donaƟons to the Pomerantz Memorial 
Garden in Memory of Rabbi Fred Pomerantz: 
Wendy Cedar 
Lois Bateman 

~ CARING COMMUNITY ~  

After several years, as is the nature of technology, 
Rabbi Shinder's laptop computer has failed and was 
replaced on short notice. In addition to planning 
Shabbat Services and Beit Sefer programs, this 
computer has been used for the benefit of the TBS 
family in accommodating Zoom Shabbat services in 
times of inclement weather and for members who are 
not able to attend in-person for other reasons. 
 

We are asking for your generous assistance in 
defraying the cost of this computer, which has 

benefitted so many of our TBS family. Please consider making a Tax Deductible 
contribution to the, "TBS Technology Fund" for the ongoing benefit of the Temple 
and Congregation.  
 

Visit our secure online donation page, tbsny.org/donate or send a check to the temple 
office. 
 



FEBRUARY YAHRTZEIT REMINDERS         

A candle may be lit at home the evening before  
the yahrtzheit date. These names will be read 
during the erev Shabbat service before kaddish  
is recited. If you have a loved one you wish to  
add to our yahrtzheit list, or if you  have not 
been geƫng yahrtzheit reminders from us, 
please email the office,  tbs-ny@opƟmum.net. 

2/7/25 
Dr. Marvin Ackerman 1-Feb 
Daisy Weintraub  2-Feb 
Norma Katz  3-Feb 
Roberta N. Frischman 6-Feb 
Adele Lois Mallkin 6-Feb 
Mary Saffer  3 Shevat  
Stanley B. Essner  7 Shevat  
Mildred Cahn  8 Shevat  
Sarah Kaplan  8 Shevat  
Barbara Brown  8 Shevat 
 
2/14/25 
Ira Jay Gottlieb  8-Feb 
Susan L. Ackerman 8-Feb 
Edward A. Schorr 12-Feb 
Jerome Quint  12-Feb 
Michael Epstein  13-Feb  
Helen Cohen  14-Feb 
David Lapoff  11 Shevat  
Shirley Buchner  12 Shevat  
Isaac Saretsky  13 Shevat  
Sophie Markowitz 15 Shevat 
 
2/21/25 
Isidore Fischman  17-Feb 
Robin Rosenberg Cohen 19-Feb 
Seena Spindel  20-Feb 
Margaret Mathews 21-Feb 
Irving Parker  17 Shevat  
Irving Osias  17 Shevat  
Adina Epstein-Bialas 20 Shevat  
Jennie Cohen  20 Shevat  
Herman H. Rudnick 21 Shevat  
Frances Nathan  22 Shevat 
Leon Montag  22 Shevat  
 

2/28/25 
Yosef Grushko  23-Feb 
Genya Grushko  23-Feb 
Harold L. Pomerantz  24-Feb 
Mark Hirscberg  22-Feb 
Claire Nadler Waldman 28-Feb 
Roberta N. Frischman 24 Shevat  
Saul Kobrick  25 Shevat 
Louis Ezra  25 Shevat 
Minnie Kantrowitz 27 Shevat  
Isadore Helper  28 Shevat  
Norman Sneider  29 Shevat  
Miriam Entin  29 Shevat  
Lena Cohen  30 Shevat 
 
3/7/25 
Jerome Norman  1 Mar 
Judith Rosenfeld  2-Mar 
Shirley Neustadt  2-Mar 
Sophie Saperstone 2-Mar 
Irving Waldman  4-Mar 
David Seiderman  7-Mar 
Mark Hirschberg  1 Adar  
Dr. Lazar Schwartz 1 Adar 
Dorothy Ball  3 Adar  
Florence Golomb  3 Adar  
Yetta Gelfer  6 Adar  
Jerome Willbach  7 Adar  
Evelyn Levy  7 Adar  
 

May the Source of peace  send  
peace to all who mourn and 

comfort to all who are bereaved. 



EDUCATION 

DATES/TIMES 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

Michael Melasky’s Hebrew classes have ended for this season. Michael 
hopes to put together another class in the fall. If you are interested, 
please contact the temple office, 845-651-7817 or  tbs-ny@optimum.net.  
Thank you to Michael for his time and to all his students for their 
support. 

Security for all events, open to all ages, either held at 
Temple Beth Shalom or hosted offsite, are made 
possible by a grant from The Tepper FoundaƟon’s 
NaƟonal Emergency Security Fund, awarded through 
Jewish FederaƟons of North America, administered by 
the Jewish FederaƟon of Greater Orange County. 





SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Several ladies gathered at Allan’s Falafel on January 23rd  
for Trivia Night. We have some very smart cookies. Team 
“Animal House,” with Kim Sumner Mayer, Kelly Gilliard, 
Roberta Morrow and Ami Bergenfeld took 2nd place. 
Team “Sistas,” with Gail Conklin, Wendy Wayman, 
Catherine Greenblatt, Lisa Perez and Sharon Ball took 3rd 
place out of 11 teams! 
 

Join our temple community on Saturday February 8th for Shabbat Shira, your 
sisterhood dues go to support this fabulous event. Many of our sisters will be 
happy to have your support, as they are part of our temple choir.  
 

Please look for a new date for our fun Scrabble afternoon. Hope to see you on 
the new day and time. 
  

Sisterhood is looking for Mah Jongg and Canasta players. We are reaching out 
to anyone interested in teaching beginners how to play Canasta as well as Mah 
Jongg.  We hope to move towards weekly games. Please let me know if you 
have any interest in playing or teaching either game.  
 

We would love to hear any ideas of events you would like us to go to or hold.  
We want to hear your ideas. Please share them with Wendy Wayman 
wwayman5285@gmail.com or Robin Bordman thebordmans@aol.com 
 

The Temple Beth Shalom Sisterhood Executive Board:  
Co-presidents Robin Bordman and Wendy Wayman 
Trustees:  Ileene Cahn, Mindy Hazzard, Judy Potter, Holli Teshome  

This prayer will be included on the card sent to our familes.  
A Prayer for the Families of the Hostages in Gaza By Rabbi Paul Kipnes   

As 3 Israeli families celebrate the return of 3 women from the tunnels of Gaza, we 
hold in our hearts the families of the remaining 94 hostages. To the families of the 94, 
we say: The entire Jewish world - Kol Am Yisrael - is holding you close Every single 
day.  
Your children are our children Your parents, our parents, Your siblings are our 
siblings, Your grandparents are our saba and savtas. Our hearts hope with yours.  
 

In the name of God, Rachmana - the Compassionate One, We pray:  
May you feel our overflowing love, Washing over you, Surrounding you, A soft 
sukkat shalom, a shelter of peace, In the storm of anxiety, anguish, and hope.  
 

In the name of Shomer Yisrael - Guardian of Israel, We pray: 
May the day come soon When your tears of sorrow turn to tears of joy, When, 
through the safe return of your loved ones, Their voices will once again fill your 
homes With laughter and love. Until that day, We stand with you as Am Echad - one 
family, Bound together In hope, love, and with unwavering prayers.  
 

Adonai oz l’amo yitein, Adonai y’vareich et amo v’shalom - May God grant strength 
to our people; May God bless us with peace. Amen.  



You will be receiving a list of our temple members. Every family that you choose will receive a 
lovely Purim card with a list inside of the names of those donaƟng in their honor. These are 
the levels of donaƟons: 1 family = $3   10 families = $20   20 families = $40  30 families = $60    
40 families = $80    60 families = $100  All families (The Whole Megillah!) = $154 
Please send your member choices and check, made payable to TBS to the office, 13 Roosevelt 
Ave., Florida, NY 10921 by Friday, February 28th. You may also email the names to Kelly, tbs-
ny@opƟmum.net, and pay online, tbsny.org/donate and indicate Purim DonaƟon.  



TREASURER’S  REPORT - Catherine Greenblatt 

Dear Chaverim,  
   This article is a reminder that the end of our fiscal year, June 
30, 2025 is approaching.  
   First I’d like to thank all TBS members who have paid their 
obligation, sending a monthly check or has their credit card 
charged monthly. Your support has gotten us through to this 
point.  
   I believe everyone is aware that we are on an austerity budget. 
Last week I ran a budget vs. actual report which showed that we 
are only $2,000 "in the black." Needless to say, very soon we 
will be "in the red." 
   I am asking, if you are able, to please submit all or a part of your financial obligation. 
You can arrange to have a set amount to be debited monthly; just contact Kelly in the 
office. You can also make a payment through our website: tbsny.org/donate. The link 
is on the top right of the homepage. Remember: no one is turned away because of their 
lack of ability to meet their obligation. Do not hesitate to contact me to discuss. Every 
request is confidential. I can be reached via email, phone or text.  
   Can I ask for more? Yes! There are many ways to help TBS. We have established a 
technology fund; sponsorships for Shabbat Shira are welcome; the Purim Mishloach 
Manot fundraiser is about to begin - please participate. And, of course, we are always 
happy to receive a donation for no reason at all! 
   Again, if you have any questions or concerns, contact me. 
 

B'Shalom, Catherine 
catherinegreenblatt@gmail.com     845.978.3899 

Friends, 
 
As we draw close to filing our taxes for 2024, we would like to share with the 
congregation how Qualified Charitable Contributions can help you reduce your Tax 
Liability and make donations to Temple Beth Shalom. 
 
(IRA) owners age 70½ or over can transfer up to $100,000 to charity tax-free each 
year. These transfers, known as qualified charitable distributions or QCDs, offer 
eligible older Americans a great way to easily give to charity. 
 
And, for those who are at least 73 years old, QCDs count toward the IRA owner's 
required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year. 
 
We encourage you to speak with your Financial or Tax Professional to see if you 
can benefit from this information." 
 
References: 
Distributions from Individual Retirement Arrangements (IRAs): 
Publication 590-B: irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-publication-590-b 
Retirement plan and IRA required minimum distributions FAQs: 
irs.gov/retirement-plans/retirement-plan-and-ira-required-minimum-distributions-
faqs 





Jeremy Shinder is 
proud to announce that 
his film, “Theo’s 
Tears,” will be screened 
at the Garden State 
Film Festival on 
Saturday, March 29th  
at 3pm in Asbury Park, 
NJ. If you are interested in attending, tickets can 
be purchased here: tickets.gsff.org/events/508, 
click BC24 | 3.29.25 
He’s also sharing a sneak peek of the trailer here: 
youtu.be/uTLrUM-_j0g 
Jeremy thanks the many Temple Beth Shalom 
congregants for their support. 



Piano Lessons and Flute Lessons 
With Kenneth Korn,  TBS member and 

music teacher with over 35 years 
experience. First lesson FREE  to TBS 

members. kkorn1957@gmail.com 
    845-866-9139 

Lessons available via Zoom 

TEMPLE   BETH SHALOM       
NEW Tree of Life Leaf / Memorial Plaque 

Acknowledge an occasion such as a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Birth, Birthday, 
AdopƟon, ConfirmaƟon, Memorial, Anniversary by adding a leaf to the 
Tree of Life. The cost for a leaf is $72 up to 9 words, $5 for each 
addiƟonal word, includes engraving.  To order a leaf for the Tree of 
Life, email tbs-ny@opƟmum.net with words for engraving. 
 

IN THE SANCTUARY     Memorial Plaques $180 
To order, email tbs-ny@opƟmum.net with your name and email, your 
address, the name on the plaque and the date of death either English 
or Hebrew date. If you do not know the Hebrew date, we can look it 
up but we need the Ɵme of death on the English date. 
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9:30AM 
Beit Sefer 
at Monroe 

 

10AM Hebrew with  
Mike Melasky 

NO  
HEBREW 
SCHOOL 

We will be virtual for erev Shabbat services in February. 
bit.ly/tbsservices 

 

Live, in-person at TBS - Shabbat Shira,  
Saturday, 2/8/25, 10AM. 

9:30AM 
Beit Sefer 
at Monroe 

4:30PM 
In-Person Hebrew 
School at Monroe  

4:30PM 
In-Person Hebrew 

School at 
Monroe Temple 

4:30PM 
In-Person Hebrew 
School at Monroe 

NO 
BEIT 

SEFER 
 

NO  
BEIT  

SEFER 

Temple Beth Shalom 
13 Roosevelt Ave. 
Florida, NY 10921 

845-651-7817 
tbs-ny@optimum.net 

tbsny.org 

4:30PM 
Zoom Hebrew 

School 
 

7:30PM  
Board via Zoom 

7:30PM 
Shabbat Service at 

Monroe Temple 

7PM 
Shabbat  
via Zoom 

 

4:30PM 
Zoom Hebrew 

School 
 

 

NO Zoom Hebrew 
School 

10AM 
Shabbat Shira  

at TBS,  
luncheon following 

NO 
SHABBAT 
SERVICE 

4:30PM 
Zoom Hebrew 

School 

7PM 
Shabbat via Zoom 
Led by Scott Dunn 
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