
Temple Beth Shalom       Florida, New York 
Sumer 2025  Sivan - Elul 5785 

THE SHOFAR 

From the Desk of Rabbi Rebecca P. Shinder  
   I open this article for our Summer Shofar not with a teaching from the Talmud, nor 
with a meaningful midrash, not even with a profound passage from the Biblical books 
of Numbers and Deuteronomy which will be read and studied from June to August. 
Whereas as I have spent a great deal of time this Spring reflecting on my journey to 
master and teach Jewish sacred texts for the past three decades, now on the precipice of 
a much needed summer respite, I am drawn once again to a philosophy I first studied in 
AP English class even earlier than my professional studies began. While the tenets of 
Reform Judaism are central to my identity, the values of Transcendentalism have been 
on my mind as of late. Ironically both post Enlightenment movements took root at the 
beginning of the nineteenth century. 
   Much can be discussed about the views on life and society of such luminaries as 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Margaret Fuller and Bronson Alcott that were integral to what 
was regarded as quintessential American philosophy, for the sake of this Summer 
Shofar, I choose to highlight their focus, especially that of Henry David Thoreau, on 
the real beauty and value that was and still is found in the natural world. Modern day 
Warwick is not Thoreau's Walden and not even the same Warwick from 50 or even 20 
years ago. Yet you know more than anyone the beauty that remains unspoiled beyond 
many bends in the road and downstream from duck ponds and daffodils. 
   As you seek out beautiful spots this summer here in Orange County or wherever your 
travels may take you, I encourage you to seek out and even document the natural 
wonders you encounter just as the Transcendentalists did a couple of centuries ago. 
You may be surprised by the lofty language you choose to describe the sounds, scents, 
and sights of your meanderings. Countless journal entries and published essays of 
Thoreau read as if they were passages from sacred texts. Although you may think it 
odd for me to suggest that you pack a bible in your beach bag or a prayer book in your 
purse, you could compose some prose that gives a higher meaning to a cocktail sunset 
cruise or a trip of your own into the woods.  See what poems of praise you might be 
compelled to write. In Thoreau’s log entitled A Week on the Concord and Merrimack 
Rivers, he wrote:   

In reality, history fluctuates as the face of the landscape from morning to 
evening. What is of the moment is its hue and color. Time hides no treasures; 
we want not its then, but its now. We do not complain that the mountains in 
the horizon are blue and indistinct; they are more like the heavens. 

   Soon after we meet again in September, we will go not to Walden Pond, but to 
Seymour’s Pond for our RH2 Experience at the Former Kutz Camp. As we gather at 
what is now called Mountain Lake Park 
with our wider community overlooking 
the body of water named for the beloved 
late Warwick resident and TBS member, 
Seymour Gordon, we will celebrate our 
community, our God, our tradition, and 
the gift that is the beauty of our natural 
world.  
   L’hitraot - See you Soon,  
   Rabbi Shinder 



CO-PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

     May 18th was a great day at TBS! My day began with a 
meeting with B'Nei Mitzvah parents for the upcoming school 
year. We have 11 B'Nei Mitzvah students... are you ready for  
a school year chock full of celebrations?! I sure am! Seeing all 
of the kids on the bimah, singing songs, having fun outside on 
the lawn, and of course enjoying the 'Last Day of Beit Sefer  
Ice Cream Party'! We sure do things right at TBS. A huge thank 
you to all of our teachers, the Beit Sefer Committee, and of 
course to Rabbi Shinder and Rabbi Lerner. Once the Beit Sefer 
softball game came to an end, it was time to switch gears and 
continue prep for the next special occasion of the day.  
     The Groundbreaking Ceremony for the future Pomerantz Memorial Garden. In 
memory of Rabbi's brother Jeremy, a sculpture will be the centerpiece of the garden 
lovingly restored as we also remember Rabbi Fred. With at least four Temples 
represented it was a Groundbreaking for the Ages! There were speeches from the 
heart, music from the soul, remembrances keeping memories alive, toasts of 
champagne, and even the Hora on the lawn! The food, drinks, and desserts were 
indeed hearty, luscious, and delectable! To Flo, Rabbi Shinder, and the Shinder 
Celebratory Committee - thank you so much! 
     Yes, all positive and amazing events occurring at TBS. But there is more to be 
done - and you can help: 
• TBS cannot be the best kept secret in Orange County. Spread the word about The 
Little Shul That CAN! Send newcomers to our Opening Day BBQ in early September 
for a tour! 
• Do you know families with younger kids looking for a Jewish education? Tell them 
about our religious school, Beit Sefer. We just completed our second successful year! 
• Pay your membership dues - and if you can make an additional donation. This can 
be done from a link right on our website's homepage. 
• Did you know we don't charge for tickets to the High Holidays? Refer a friend, bring 
another family along. We will however gladly accept donations!  
     I wish everyone a most enjoyable summer, recharge those batteries!  Because 
Temple Beth Shalom will be a hub of Jewish activities and celebrations in the very 
near future! 
 

L'Chayim! 
Eric Goodman 
Cell: 845-699-5705     eric2112goodman@gmail.com 

Sunday, June 1st - In 
celebration of Shavout, 
members of NFTY 
enjoyed several 
different types of 
cheesecake. Many 
thanks to Rabbi 
Shinder, Janne Sommer, 
Wendy Cedar and the 
Jewish Federation of 
Greater Orange County 



TREASURER’S  REPORT - Catherine Greenblatt 

     How much do you enjoy our luncheons after Rosh Hashana 
morning service and the Shabbat Shira service? How about 
our Second Day Rosh Hashana Lakeside Experience at Kutz 
(okay, Warwick Lake!)? We open our doors to everyone; 
these events, including other events offered throughout the 
year, bring our community and the greater Jewish Orange 
County community together. We spend time together, we 
schmooze, we laugh! 
     Unfortunately, the Budget and Finance Committee has 
determined that because of our dismal financial outlook, for 
the next fiscal year, we must end our luncheons and other 
events. Even with financial support from Sisterhood and Jewish Federation of 
Greater Orange County Microgrants, we simply do not have the funds to continue. 
Even with Green~Lin Catering and other volunteers cooking, shopping, schlepping, 
donating food, we simply do not have the funds to continue.  
     On behalf of the Budget and Finance Committee, I am looking, asking, and 
pleading for underwriters, sponsors and donations to continue these events. We are 
the busiest shul in Orange County; offering events to help bring us all together. To 
continue, your help is needed.  
 
L'Shalom 
Catherine 
catherinegreenblatt@gmail.com 
845.978.3899 

These Officers and Trustees were confirmed at our Annual Meeting.  
Rich Ball has rejoined the board for a 2 year term.  

We have an opening available for a 3 year trustee. If this is something that may 
interest you, please reach out to Eric or Jeff. Your obligation would be one board 

meeting a month, often via Zoom, and participation in a committee.  

Co-Presidents:              Eric Goodman 
     Jeff Hannes 
1st VP:                        Jonathan Winaker 
2nd VP:                                 Felicia Gell 
Treasurer:                Catherine Greenblatt 
Corresponding Sec’y:         Gail Conklin 
Recording Sec’y:                    Beth Kalet 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3 year trustees: terms expire 6/28 

OPEN 
Melissa Kleinman 
Shannon Pollock 

2 year trustees: terms expire 6/27 
Rich Ball 

Gail Green 
Rita Laskin 

1 year trustees: terms expire 6/26 
Andy Hannes 

Shari Rake 
Janet Sommer 



We thank the following for their donaƟons to the Pomerantz Memorial Garden: 
Josh Pomerantz 
Alexis Aquino 
MarƟn Dellato & Donna Keppler Dellato 
Alan & Karen Blocker 
Elizabeth Reilly 
Jerome &Claire Liebowitz 
Janet & Barry Kass 
ScoƩ Dunn 
The Horowitz Family 
The Goodman Family 
The Gell Family 
The Wayman & Frandina Families 
 

GiŌs were presented to Rabbi Shinder from The Shinder Celebratory CommiƩee, 
Past-Presidents, the Board of Trustees, and the ExecuƟve CommiƩee. 
 

Many thanks to the Shinder Celebratory CommiƩee for their hard work leading to 
the success of both the Shabbat Experience of May 2nd and the Groundbreaking 
Ceremony of May 18th. 

~ CARING COMMUNITY ~  

Phil is a 45 year member of TBS and a Past President! 



JUNE, JULY, AUGUST YAHRTZEIT REMINDERS         

6/6 
Martin Parker  4 Sivan 
Edith Halpern  6 Sivan  
John Milne  6 Sivan 
Edna Polin  9 Sivan  
Connor Eck  1-Jun 
Isadore Markowitz 1-Jun 
Sarah Beth Abramowitz 2-Jun 
Mirjam Saltz  3-Jun 
Sara Wright  3-Jun 
Valerie Frankel  6-Jun 
Jean Heffler  6-Jun 
 
6/13 
Jacob Moses Bendick 11 Sivan  
David Werner  12 Sivan  
Yetta Kaufman  13 Sivan 
Charles Finkelstein 13 Sivan 
Hyman Sacks  14 Sivan 
Daniel Turchin  15 Sivan  
Samuel Carlin  15 Sivan  
Gail Moskowitz Barovick 16 Sivan 
Beth Gottlieb  16 Sivan 
Alfred Braun  17 Sivan 
Bertha Cohen  17 Sivan 
Dr. Michael Temchin 17 Sivan 
Ruth Cohen  17 Sivan 
Walter "Jeff" Storey 10-Jun 
Samuel Markowitz 12-Jun 
Marion Berkman  13-Jun 
 
6/20 
Gertrude Marks  18 Sivan  
Abraham Halpern  20 Sivan  
Ernest Bordman  24 Sivan  
Hyman Feldman  24 Sivan  
Edward Gerwin  15-Jun 
Gertrude Rothstein 15-Jun 
Shirley Anthony  16-Jun 
Edgar E. Moss  19-Jun 
 
6/27 
Samuel Markowitz 26 Sivan 
Miriam Morell  28 Sivan  
David Lasky  29 Sivan  
Morris Turchin  30 Sivan 
Mildred Shulman  1 Tammuz  
David Weinberg  23-Jun 
Linda Wolff  24-Jun 
 

7/4 
Sam Cohen  2 Tammuz  
Ethel Cohen  3 Tammuz  
Irving J. Pallor  3 Tammuz  
Samuel Mann  3 Tammuz  
Leah S. Mahlab  4 Tammuz  
Richard Pomerantz 5 Tammuz  
Martin Melasky  7 Tammuz  
Rachel Dimm  2-Jul 
Anne Moran  2-Jul 
 
7/11 
Max Susswein  9 Tammuz  
Joseph Romanick  9 Tammuz  
Samuel Entin  10 Tammuz  
George Braun  10 Tammuz  
Fred Shulman  10 Tammuz  
Fred Muhlrad  11 Tammuz  
Jeanette Forman  11 Tammuz  
Milton M. Marks  12 Tammuz  
Jack Kaufman  13 Tammuz 
Viola Rosenberg  13 Tammuz 
Irving Denenberg  13 Tammuz 
Alfred Koff  14 Tammuz 
Claire Posner  9-Jul 
 
7/18 
Louis Werner  17 Tammuz  
Max Rosenblatt  17 Tammuz  
Adolf Aron  18 Tammuz  
Leo Tobias  20 Tammuz  
Sophie Carlin  21 Tammuz  
H. Murray Blueglass 15-Jul 
Anna Vorobiev  15-Jul 
Gerald Lebenberg 18-Jul 
 
7/25 
Charlotte Aguado  28 Tammuz  
Irwin Auerbach  28 Tammuz  
Sharon Schroh  22-Jul 
The Leiman Family 24-Jul 



8/1 
Robert Nathan  7 Av  
Samuel Schneider 7 Av  
Jerry Afir  26-Jul 
Lucreta Rubin  25-Jul 
Stuart Gelfer  26-Jul 
Arthur Winaker  27-Jul 
Minna Glickman  28-Jul 
Edie Seiderman Burcz 30-Jul 
Lydia Nizewitz  31-Jul 
Linda G. Dworetzky 31-Jul 
Edith Bloom Kass 1-Aug 
 
8/8 
Herbert Waldman  9 Av  
Rachel Block  12 Av 
Anna Kronitz  12 Av 
Issac Shulman  12 Av 
Nathan Werner  13 Av 
Irvin Herman  2-Aug 
Nathan Werner  3-Aug 
Nancy Hannold  3-Aug 
Ethel Barlet  7-Aug 
Bob Margolin  7-Aug 
 
8/15 
Rosalie Auerbach  15 Av  
Esther Appelbaum 15 Av  
Eva Billick  15 Av  
Herman Mack  17 Av  
Charlotte Schoenholz 17 Av  
Seymour Gordon  17 Av  
Gloria Mann  18 Av  
Lucille Appelbaum 18 Av  
Thekla Aron  21 Av  
Sidney Cohen  21 Av  
Iris Haas Cohen plaque 10-Aug 
William Korn  10-Aug 
Solomon Katz  11-Aug 
Edythe Weintraub 13-Aug 
Faith Krzywicki  13-Aug 
Annette Hochberg 13-Aug 
Mark Tischler  15-Aug 
Patricia Westbrook Hope 15-Aug 

8/22 
Eva Cuttler  23 Av 
Charles Palais  23 Av  
Melvin Gelfer  24 Av  
Saul S. Mahlab  24 Av  
Sarah Denenberg  25 Av  
Max Applebaum  26 Av  
Harry Tuckfelt  28 Av  
Lillian S. Hannes  28 Av  
Mari Duda  16-Aug 
Sylvia Newman  16-Aug 
Ruth Derevensky  21-Aug 
Jerome Neustadt  22-Aug 
Joseph Goldstein  22-Aug 
 
8/29 
Helene Weisbuch  30 Av  
David V. Cohen  4 Elul  
Abraham Eisner  23-Aug 
Murray Tischler  24-Aug 
Scott Russell Jackowitz 28-Aug 
Sandra Gayle Fishman 29-Aug 
 
9/5 
Anna Davidoff  8 Elul  
Barbara Steinberg 10 Elul  
Darren Mark Gertz 10 Elul  
Louis B. Cohen  11 Elul 
Lillian S. Hannes  1-Sep 
Muriel Birnbaum  3-Sep 
Rose Levy  4-Sep 
Iris Burlock  5-Sep 
 
 

May the Source of peace   
send  peace to all who  

mourn and comfort to all  
who are bereaved. 

A candle may be lit at home the evening before the  
yahrtzheit date. If you have a loved one you wish to  
add to our yahrtzheit list, or if you  have not been  
geƫng yahrtzheit reminders from us, please email  
the office,  tbs-ny@opƟmum.net. 



SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

   Our Sisterhood at Temple Beth Shalom may be small in 
number, but we play an essential role in helping to make TBS a 
warm and welcoming community throughout the year. Our 
Sisterhood is looking for a little renewal and rejuvenation. 
   Our Jewish Federation Volunteer of the Year is Sharon Ball.  
She is devoted to Sisterhood and Temple Beth Shalom. She has 
always been an active member of Sisterhood, attending all of our 
events, participating in and supporting us.  At the beginning of 

each luncheon, dinner, or brunch Sharon leads the opening remarks, always finding 
the perfect poem, sayings and prayers of gratitude and Sisterhood. Sharon is also our 
media source, making sure all our news gets into the shofar and the weekly blast.   
   Here are some ways Sisterhood is woven into Temple Beth Shalom. Through your 
continued support with our various fundraisers, Sisterhood is able to contribute to 
many events that have taken place at TBS over the years such as holiday celebrations, 
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur Break-the-fast, Purim Shalach Manot gifts. We gift 
each Bar and Bat Mitzvah child. We supported the dedication for the Pomerantz 
Memorial garden. We collect food for the food pantry.  We recently hosted our 
Sisterhood Paid-Up dinner at Ana Restaurant in Warwick.  The company was 
fabulous, everyone had a wonderful time. 
   Most of all we need you to help keep Sisterhood going at Temple Beth Shalom.  As 
our lives change and those of our children change, we all find that we have a choice to 
make and we are hoping that you choose to join Sisterhood for an event, an evening 
out for dinner or just come and schmooze with us. 
   Please share any ideas you have for a Sisterhood gathering. We hope to plan more 
events for next fall. Your support of our fundraisers and contributing to Sisterhood 
through dues helps us provide the temple with many things that are needed for events 
and activities throughout the year.  Sisterhood is always looking for new ideas and 
events, as well as a little renewal and rejuvenation. 
 

The Sisterhood board thanks you for your support and hopes to see you soon. 
Co-Presidents Robin Bordman& Wendy Wayman 

Ileene Cahn, Mindy Hazzard, Judy Potter, Holli Teshome  

Sisterhood Calendar of Events 2025-2026 
September 
Date TBA Rosh Hashanah mailing/fundraiser 
 
October 
Wednesday, October 8th Open House: Mezuzah Making with Sculpey clay at TBS 
Wednesday, October 22nd: Blanket making event with Stacy Lulkin at TBS 6:30 
 
November 
Wednesday, November 5th Psychic Medium Lisa Morrison 7:00 to 8:30 at TBS 
 
December 
Sunday 7th Sisterhood Hanukkah Gathering 



May 2, 2025 - Celebrating Rabbi Rebecca Shinder’s honorary Doctorate of Divinity 
and 25 years in the Rabbinate. Special guests; Rabbi Bruce Block delivered a 
blessing, Asher Cohen on keyboard, Hannah Sinder on vocals, Jeremy Shinder on 
drums and Jacob Shinder on guitar. 



Photos by 
Gail Conklin 



Israeli Dancing 5/4 sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County. 

Food distribution at the Goshen Food Pantry, May 10, 2025 

Beit Sefer teacher Recognition Shabbat, May 16, 2025 



                                  Beit Sefer last day and ice cream social, 5/18/25 
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Celebration of the Pomerantz Memorial Garden, May 18, 2025 





Photos by Gail Conklin 







Sisterhood Paid-Up Dinner, June 4, 2025 



Jewish Federation Annual Meeting, June 8, 2025 
TBS Volunteer of the Year - Melissa Kleinman 

Men’s Club Volunteer of the Year - Richard Schwartz 
Sisterhood Volunteer of the Year - Sharon Ball 

Micro-Grant Volunteers of the Year - Rabbi Rebecca and Hannah Shinder 
Photos taken by Gail Conklin 





Dear Friends, 
 
It is shocking and disgraceful that the largest 
teachers union in the country, the National 
Education Association, is calling for a boycott of 
ADL and our decades of education materials and 
data. This biased and one-sided resolution would keep our vital lessons about 
antisemitism, about the Holocaust, and about hate, bigotry and bias out of K-12 
classrooms. 
 
You might wonder what possible rationale there is for this latest example of open 
hostility toward Jewish educators, students and families, which comes on the heels of 
reports by Jewish K-12 teachers regarding other anti-Semitic activity happening 
within their unions. 
 
Why is the NEA excluding ADL’s voice from educational spaces at a time of 
skyrocketing antisemitism? 
 
The answer is clear: for a group of pro-Hamas activists inside NEA, their problem 
with ADL is our belief in the right of Israel to exist. Nothing less, nothing more. 
 
Follow this link: action.adl.org/a/nea?
sourceid=1082075&utm_campaign=neavote2025&utm_medium=email&utm_sour
ce=whole&utm_content=e01  to tell the NEA Executive Committee members that it 
is unacceptable to fail the students they are supposed to serve by depriving them of 
resources that can help them fight antisemitism, hate and discrimination. Don’t let 
the radical anti-Israel 
advocates within the NEA 
marginalize Jewish voices. 
  
We want to share this video 
clip: youtube.com/watch?
v=tBt-9XYtg1c to give you 
more information about the 
dangers of NEA’s action. In 
it, ADL CEO Jonathan 
Greenblatt explains how anti-
Israel activists in the NEA are 
trying to deprive students of 
our anti-hate content, including Holocaust education materials that are the gold 
standard in their field. 
   
Please watch this short segment, then take a moment to make your voice heard. Call 
on the NEA to reverse course and to do the right thing for the students and teachers 
they are supposed to represent. 
 
Thank you for joining us in taking this action. We need your help, and so do Jewish 
students and educators across the country. 
 
Sincerely, 
Shira Goodman, VP, Advocacy - ADL 

youtube.com/watch?v=tBt-9XYtg1c
action.adl.org/a/nea?sourceid=1082075&utm_campaign=neavote2025&utm_medium=email&utm_source=whole&utm_content=e01


Piano Lessons and Flute Lessons 
With Kenneth Korn,  TBS member and 

music teacher with over 35 years 
experience. First lesson FREE  to TBS 

members. kkorn1957@gmail.com 
    845-866-9139 

Lessons available via Zoom 

TEMPLE   BETH SHALOM       
NEW Tree of Life Leaf / Memorial Plaque 

Acknowledge an occasion such as a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Birth, Birthday, 
AdopƟon, ConfirmaƟon, Memorial, Anniversary by adding a leaf to the 
Tree of Life. The cost for a leaf is $72 up to 9 words, $5 for each 
addiƟonal word, includes engraving.  To order a leaf for the Tree of 
Life, email tbs-ny@opƟmum.net with words for engraving. 
 

IN THE SANCTUARY     Memorial Plaques $180 
To order, email tbs-ny@opƟmum.net with your name and email, your 
address, the name on the plaque and the date of death either English 
or Hebrew date. If you do not know the Hebrew date, we can look it 
up but we need the Ɵme of death on the English date. 
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